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Should 
lawmakers 
get paid 
for special 
session? 


GOP leaders, governor 
stay away from question 


Tony Cook and Kaitlin Lange 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Some Indiana lawmakers plan to give 
up their pay during the upcoming special 
legislative session, arguing that taxpay- 
ers shouldn't have to pay for the General 
Assembly’s inability to finish its work on 
time. 

Republican legislative leaders and 
Gov. Eric Holcomb so far are not taking a 
stance on the issue, but several other 
lawmakers are saying they don’t think 
it’s right to keep their pay during the spe- 
cial session. 

“We didn’t get our work done. That’s 
on us. Taxpayers shouldnt have to pay 
for that,” Rep. Jim Lucas, a Seymour Re- 
publican, said after posting on Facebook 
that he would donate his pay to a non- 
profit organization. 

Complaints about the potential cost 
of a special session — estimated to be 
about $30,000 a day, not including mile- 
age reimburse- 
ments lawmak- 
ers also get — 
began almost 
immediately af- 
ter the regular 
session came to 
a close at the 
statutory mid- 
night deadline 
last Wednesday 
with several bills still awaiting action. 

State law requires lawmakers to be 
paid $173 per day while in session, but 
each lawmaker has the option of donat- 
ing their pay back to the state or to a 
charity. 

At least four lawmakers have pledged 
to give up their pay during the special 
session, but most plan to donate it to a 
favorite charitable cause rather than re- 
turn it to the state treasury, meaning tax- 
payers will still be on the hook. 

“I will be talking to my caucus about 
this and other matters that pertain to the 
special session,” Senate leader David 
Long said. “The important thing to re- 
member is that we are determined to 
keep the special session as short and in- 
expensive as possible — no more thana 
few days, if that.” 

Holcomb announced Monday that he 
would call lawmakers back to the State- 
house in mid-May to take up several of 


“We didn’t get our 
work done. That’s on 
us. Taxpayers 
shouldn’t have to 
pay for that.” 


Rep. Jim Lucas 
Seymour Republican 
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the upcoming March For Our Lives. JENNA WATSON/INDYSTAR 


Indiana high schoolers help 
movement to end gun violence 


Emma Kate Fittes 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


If a gunman never walked into Mar- 
jory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Florida, Indiana teens Ramatou Sou- 
mare and Isabella Fallahi probably 
never would have met. 

Soumare, a senior at Warren Central 
High School, grew up worrying about 
her four younger siblings, especially 
after two classmates were killed in a 
shooting last year. In her life, gun vio- 
lence has been a consistent, close and 
real threat. 


@ usa TODAY 


Gunman dies as two are hurt in 
shooting at Maryland high school. 2B 


Fallahi, a freshman at Carmel High 
School, grew up hearing about mass 
shootings, but didn’t feel truly afraid 
until her school received violence 
threats in the days following the Park- 
land shooting. Police said the threats 


polis International School’s Romy Candon discuss 


were “fabricated,” but Fallahi said her 
fear was real. 

Brought together by fear, their con- 
nection is now about change, both na- 
tionally and locally. 

Soumare and Fallahi are two of 
eight high schoolers in Indiana leading 
the state’s piece of a national move- 
ment against gun violence — a move- 
ment driven again Tuesday when au- 
thorities said a student gunman 
opened fire at a high school in southern 
Maryland, injuring two students be- 
fore an armed school resources officer 


See MARCH, Page 2A 


‘Right to try’ advocacy from Indy boy 
runs into pushback from U.S. House 


Official: State, federal bills based on false premise 


Maureen Groppe 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - Indianapolis sec- 
ond-grader Jordan McLinn has been 
the adorable face of a national push to 
give seriously ill patients increased 
access to investigational drugs. 

He’s had private meetings with 
Vice President Mike Pence — a cham- 
pion of the “Right to Try” legislation 
that bears Jordan’s name. He sat with 
lawmakers on the House floor last 
week when the bill came up for con- 
sideration — and suffered a surprising 
defeat. And House Republicans sent 
around a photo of a grinning Jordan 


talking to Pence when announcing 
Monday the legislation will be recon- 
sidered this week. 

“They aren’t giving up hope, and we 
won't give up on them either,’ House 
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy’s of- 
fice said of patients like Jordan in an- 
nouncing the bill’s return. 

All this attention is for legislation 
that would offer no immediate benefit 
to Jordan, who is in a clinical trial for a 
drug to treat his form of muscular dys- 
trophy. That said, it could be a lifeline 
in the future. 

Critics of the bill argue it offers little 
but false hope to others. They say it’s 
nothing more than the “right to ask” a 
drugmaker for access to a drug that’s 


in early testing stages — and the valid 
reasons the drugmakers may have for 
not providing the drug wouldnt be 
changed by the bill. 

Robert Truog, head of the Harvard 
Center for Bioethics, has called “right 
to try” laws “political candy” — “sweet 
for lawmakers’ constituents but offer- 
ing little substance.” 

Like the state versions of the legis- 
lation approved in Indiana and 37 oth- 
er states, the federal version is based 
on the false premise that the Food and 
Drug Administration is blocking ac- 
cess to drugs they havent approved, 
said Rep. Frank Pallone, D-N.J. 

“This is simply not the case,” he 
said. 


See RIGHT TO TRY, Page 6A 


Along for the ride 


Boilermakers enjoy Gene Keady’s 
presence on postseason run. 1C 
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